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Overview



About KIP:D+

• Gives funding to projects in Detroit, Hamtramck, and Highland Park 
that support the ideas, needs, and creativity of local residents. 

• Funds projects where community members work together and help 
plan, design, and carry out the work.

• Run in partnership between the Kresge Foundation, Michigan 
Community Resources and Co.act Detroit.



KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage

Many communities are facing uncertainty and division, shared cultural 
heritage work helps:

• strengthen belonging and connection
• preserve places, traditions, and identity
• imagine futures rooted in community voice
• protect stories that matter for future generations

KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage focuses on projects that help communities 
remember, care for, and shape their own narratives.



KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage

KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage supports arts, cultures, and community projects 
that are dedicated to remembering the past, care for important places, 
and imagining the future of Detroit, Highland Park, and Hamtramck.

We are funding projects that:
• help people remember their history
• Care for important places
• Share and celebrate stories and culture
• Build something meaningful for the future
• Strengthen belonging and community



Partners





Program 
Structure



About KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage Grants

KIP:D+ seeks projects that:
• serve Detroit, Hamtramck, or Highland Park neighborhoods
• improve the quality of life in these neighborhoods or activates 

something new
• the community helped to shape the project idea
• connect to culture, history, narrative or belonging 
• respond to what the neighborhood cares about and reflect the culture, 

history, and people who live there
• involve community members in real ways, working together to plan, 

design, and carry out the project

#


About KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage Grants

KIP:D+ seeks organizations who:
• are ready to start the project soon and complete the project by Q3 

2028
• have leadership and demographics that reflect the community that 

they serve

#


About KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage Grants

Keep in mind:
• Cultural heritage is not an add-on - it’s the foundation
• Projects must emerge from community voice not be adjusted to fit it 

after
• Authentic co-creation - not just for show - is a baseline expectation



About KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage Grants

• Request up to $100,000 
• Projects should finish within 24 months (about Sept 2026 – Sept 

2028).
• Grant should cover most or all of the costs needed to finish your 

project within the 24 month grant period and be ready to begin once it 
gets funded. 

• Funds for a portion of a larger project (e.g., a mural completion that is 
phase one of a multi-phase building rehab) are eligible to receive a 
grant.

• Projects that are a next phase of an existing project (e.g., building on a 
pilot), must have distinct guardrails indicating the beginning and end of 
the new phase, how this is different from previous work, and how 
cultural heritage is emphasized.



About KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage Grants

Examples of KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage projects include:
• storytelling projects
• archiving projects
• public art or permanent installations
• exhibitions
• neighborhood signage
• cultural events
• activating community spaces
• placemaking or placekeeping projects
• parks, cultural spaces, or landscapes
• festivals or annual festivals with a new emphasis on cultural heritage



KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage Grantees Also Receive…

• 1-on-1 guidance and support from 
Michigan Community Resources.

• The opportunity to be a part of a 
unique group of KIP:D+ grantees 
who learn from one another and 
share knowledge and experiences. 

Senior Program Manager of Resource Navigation at Michigan 
Community Resources, Ashley Johnson, addresses the 2023 grantee 
cohort at the kick off celebration in July 2023. Photo courtesy Kresge 
Communications

Sign up for MCR Office Hours 
here

https://mi-community.org/kipd-plus
https://mi-community.org/kipd-plus


Who Can Apply?

Nonprofits and community groups with a 501(c)(3) fiduciary:
• located in and serving Detroit, Hamtramck or Highland Park
• have at least two years of experience working with the community
• are aligned with KIP:D+ principles
• are proposing a project connected to community culture, history, or 

identity



Who Cannot Apply?

• Individuals
• Funders (foundations, CDFIs, etc.)
• For-profit organizations (corporations, small 

businesses, LLCs, etc.)
• Public entities including city departments and 

quasi-governmental organizations (businesses within or 
under government entities) 

• Academic Institutions – Community college, college 
and university programs that concentrate primarily on 
degree-granting activities

• Places of Worship - if the project doesn’t serve the 
community at large

• Schools - Detroit Public Schools Community District 
(DPSCD) schools, charter schools, etc.  

• Organizations must have at least two years of 

experience working with and serving residents in 

Detroit, Hamtramck, or Highland Park to apply. You do 

not need to have been a registered nonprofit for two 

years, the requirement is based on your experience 

serving the community.

All 501(c)(3) nonprofits who are not eligible to apply may be 

fiduciaries for eligible organizations or apply as part of a 

collaborative application if they are not the applicant 

submitting the proposal. .



What Makes a Strong Project

• Strong connection to community
• Clear project plan
• Real community involvement
• Ability to finish the project
• Long-term benefit to residents



KIP:D+ Cultural Heritage Is Competitive. We 
Expect…

10 - 15 
grantees

~200 
applications

Selection Committee 
Scoring



Application Support from MCR

Michigan Community Resources (MCR) will 
offer both virtual and in-person Office Hours 
until the application deadline. These 
sessions are optional, first come/first serve 
and meant to help you prepare the strongest 
application possible.
● MCR staff can answer your questions 

and help you think through your project 
and application

● You can email MCR at 
askKIPD@mi-community.org at any 
time during the application period

https://connect.mi-community.org/mcr-kipd-support
mailto:askKIPD@mi-community.org


Application Support from MCR

Tuesday, May 12th, 10AM - 2PM
Morningside Cafe
16369 E Warren Ave Suite C, Detroit, MI 48224
In-person drop-ins, no appointment needed

Thursday, May 14th, 3PM - 7PM - 
Online
Virtual appointments; advance registration 
required.
Register for the Zoom link here

Monday, March 18th, 2PM - 6PM - 
Online
Virtual appointments; advance registration 
required.
Register for the Zoom link here

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/SXrfA3Y-TteAE4pp3RY1nw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/bbP0bGPhQzuiZ_4_JmB6gw#/registration


Application Support from MCR

Wednesday, May 20th, 9AM - 1PM  
Detroit Sip
7420 W McNichols Rd, Detroit, MI 48221
In-person drop-ins, no appointment needed

Tuesday, May 26th, 3PM - 7PM 
Trinosophes
1464 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207
In-person drop-ins, no appointment needed

Friday, May 29th, 10AM - 2PM - Online
Virtual appointments; advance registration required.
Register for the Zoom link here

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/yBFHU2ojRYCfA9-k6uPsxg#/registration


Application Process

STEP 1: Applications due (audio or written) by 5PM on Jun 1, 2026

STEP 2: The selection committee will review and score applications using 

this scoring rubric in June - July 2026

STEP 3: All applicants are notified  –  August 2026

#


STEP 1: Submit Your Application

• Applications open Monday, May 4, 2026. 
• The application will start with several short questions to make sure 

your organization is eligible to apply.
• If your nonprofit is eligible to apply, you will be directed to the full 

application (audio or written) due 5:00 PM on Monday, June 1, 2026.
• Applications must be submitted online via Submittable.



STEP 1: What You Will Need

❏ Project scope/timeline (please use our required 
template here) (Scoring Rubric Criteria #1) 

❏ Project budget
▪ budget template  

❏ Letter of request
❏ Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

▪ For collaborative projects, an MOU is required.
❏ Plans and permits*
❏ Project site control verification*; this can include:

❏ ownership deed
❏ purchase agreement
❏ lease
❏ an agreement with appropriate public agency for 

publicly owned properties - e.g. if you are creating 
a mural on a publicly owned structure

❏ agreements granting permission to use the site 
where project will take place

❏ Project personnel (please use our required template 
here) (Scoring Rubric Criteria #1) 

▪ Include consultants, artists or architects that 
your organization is working with if applicable.

▪ Include community partners your organization 
is working with

❏ You or your fiduciary’s most recent financial audit. 
990/990EZ is acceptable if an audit is not available

❏ Applicant’s annual organizational operating budget 
for the most recent fiscal year

▪ If you do not have an organization budget, 
please provide a copy of your most recent 
bank statement.

*Required for projects based in one location

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MX_GkYqwzPAleqLbBau4yblHppjVXRMP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MX_GkYqwzPAleqLbBau4yblHppjVXRMP/view
#
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eUq7YoLU89gBz7gSXdcWKcFyqOVS4VBG/copy?usp=sharing&ouid=105090003789347719253&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MX_GkYqwzPAleqLbBau4yblHppjVXRMP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MX_GkYqwzPAleqLbBau4yblHppjVXRMP/view
#


STEP 2: Selection Committee Review

KIP:D+ program partners are committed to honoring and uplifting resident and 
community decision-making. Selection committee members will include: 

• Kresge staff
• Co.act staff
• residents of Detroit, Hamtramck or Highland Park chosen through a 

public nomination process
• other resident community partners representing diverse, cross-sector 

perspectives, including arts and culture, city government, architecture and 
design, past nonprofit grantees and nonprofits doing similar work

• MCR staff will support the process as observers to encourage program values 
and priorities.



STEP 2: About the Selection Committee

KIP:D+ Selection Committee

75%
 Detroit, Hamtramck, Highland Park 

Residents

25% 
Co.act and Kresge Staff

The selection committee will choose finalists based on:

• Feasibility
• Community engagement
• Celebrated cultural history
• The organization’s history with the community



STEP 3: Notification

• All applicants will be notified by August 2026 whether or not they receive a grant.
• When possible, applicants may also be connected to other resources at Co.act 

or through Co.act’s partner network.
• Applicants who are not funded may have the chance to meet one-on-one with 

Michigan Community Resources to get feedback and explore other ways to 
move their project forward.

• Grantees will be connected with Kresge staff and will receive guidance on how 
to receive their grant funds.



Other Information

•• FAQ

• Program Guidelines

• Application Link

• Budget Template

• Project Templates

• MCR Office Hours: see slides 22-23

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAruJeaQqM47ZdRaLYIH4WpjwMXEDELk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17wy4Et2Kx2vC94Ps06oMBD6qbQOfIZaK/view
https://coactdetroit.submittable.com/submit/ffd7b3f2-b526-4ea5-aa79-9658547d8ba2/kresge-innovative-projects-detroit-plus-cultural-heritage
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1b4KS618guZts9vqAKfOw_RGWRNh0SV3d/copy?gid=1393932231#gid=1393932231
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MX_GkYqwzPAleqLbBau4yblHppjVXRMP/view


● Selection Committee 
and Advisory Group

● Program 
development/ 
co-leadership

● Historic context of the 
program, past awards, 
project examples

● Engagement with 
present and future 
grantees — partnership 
and advocacy

● Program funder
● Grant administration 

31

● Technical assistance 
for applicants

● Technical assistance 
for grantees

● Cohort development
● Program 

development/ 
co-leadership



Feedback Survey

May 7th - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TYMTPGC
May 11th - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TYGRRHR

https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=www.surveymonkey.com&t=h.eJxljbsOwiAARX-lYVYepYh0auLgZOLQxZECtaSlGAo2jfHfFVfHm3Ny7gukMIG6AEOMj6VGaF1XuKTwNJvz82g2qLxDAbW3S3s9n8CuAGPWlZcqokmmYObmN7SJwdsIfbgjxnHZEd2XveDd0VRCHDqliMaaES5LjQjnnGJcYQoZExRTlssml2VyixqM1Y2z---5S7ONW85mRWflD7w_CXQ_Bw.MEUCIQCqyQJJMX-Uuo7SbA3eeNesXPZ7j3EjbKdgoRC2wrwqegIgRNIORENiWjdbBs5aqPdFyu41vCOGotfKwK42G-RsZv0
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=www.surveymonkey.com&t=h.eJxljbsOwiAARX-lYVYepYh06qZz4-JIgVrSUhoKNo3x3xVXx5tzcu4LpDCBugBDjMtaI7RtG1xTeJrd-Xk0O1TeoYBu90vbXltwKMCYdeWlimiSKZi5-Q1tYvA2Qh8eiHFcdkT3ZS94dzaVEKdOKaKxZoTLUiPCOacYV5hCxgTFlOWyyWWZ3KoGY3Xj7PF77tJs456zWdFZ-QPvDw9VPxE.MEUCIQDc1IWdYbeRvzQCLJfcahreh-cE8oGwHLCE8GYQPheFOAIgBNOF9aRRADMiLnoDZRx8lbnOBIBHt3MJOv639UO8U_0


Networking 
and Breakouts



Networking and Breakouts

• Meet the Co.act Team 
• Meet the Kresge Team 
• Meet the Michigan Community Resources Team 
• Am I eligible? 
• General FAQs
• Collaboration and Fiduciaries 


